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Notification No. 13 of March 16, 1946, prohibits the im-
port into Burma of most types of goods from non-sterling areas
without special import licenses. The application for such a
license calls in Item 15 for "description of efforts, if any,
which have been made to obtain the goods or substitutes there-
of from sterling countries/3 In other words, the burden of
proof was placed on the importer, to show (a) that the goods
are essential, and (&) that they are not obtainable in the ster-
ling* area. If satisfied on both points, the Supplies Department
issues a license and the non-sterling exchange is released. To
the middle of 1947 this system had not resulted in significant im-
ports from the United States.
Official Port of Rangoon statistics showed imports to total
71,706 long tons in April 1946 and 69,537 tons in May. The
largest single item in each month was classified as "Civil
Affairs/' or imports of the Civil Supplies Board, and amounted
to 23,710 tons in May/ Imports in that month included 14
MacArthur locomotives and tenders, 6 Garratt locomotives and
12 tenders, and 62 box cars and brake vans. Although exports
were normally much greater in volume than imports, the May
1946 exports weighed only 20,255 tons, of which 11,253 tons
was rice from crops previous to the one just harvested.
The official report for July (Customs Department) noted
that "the bulk of imports came from India and consisted mainly
of leather manufactures, glassware, hardware, medicines, toilet
requisites, cigarettes, and tobacco. During this month also, sub-
stantial quantities of goods arrived from, the United Kingdom,
a fair proportion of these being cement. The other items are
motor vehicles, machinery, and textiles.5
By February 1947, the Survey of Departmental Activities
could report; "The Customs revenues collected during the
month amounted to Rs. 3,505,432. A large quantity of cotton
piece goods was imported from India and the United Kingdom-
Other important items of import * . , . consisted of drugs
and medicines, gunny bags, chemicals, machinery and hardware.
There is a general feeling in business circles that there are far
s The Burman, August 23, 1946.